
Herald broadsheet • 5-col gray hdr 2016-0302jz

Saturday, March 20, 2021

 A-5Sharon, Pennsylvania

Is there something missing 
from press coverage of the thou-
sands of unaccompanied chil-
dren who have illegally crossed 
the U.S. border from Mexico and 
are now in the custody of the 
Biden administration? Yes, there 
is something missing — pictures.

Descriptions of the conditions 
in which the children are being 
held indicate a worsening situ-
ation. “Hundreds of immigrant 
children and teenagers have 
been detained at a Border Patrol 
tent facility in packed conditions, 
with some sleeping on the floor 
because there aren’t enough 
mats,” The Associated Press 
reported recently from Donna, 
Texas, citing nonprofit lawyers 
who had interviewed the chil-
dren but had not been allowed to 
inspect the facility.

Some of the young people had 
been held for more than a week 
— that’s against the law — and 
had not been allowed to phone 
parents or relatives. “Despite 
concerns about coronavirus,” 
the AP continued, “the children 
are kept so closely together 
that they can touch the person 
next to them, the lawyers said. 
Some have had to wait five days 
or more to shower, and there 
isn’t always soap available, just 
shampoo, according to the law-
yers.”

Another report, in The Wash-
ington Post, said that “there 
have been more than 3,500 un-
accompanied teens and children 
stranded in steel-and-concrete 
detention cells designed for 
adults, waiting for shelter beds 
to open up.”

The descriptions sound bad 
— and they are bad. But in the 
world of media and politics, 
what stirs popular outrage in 
a story like this is pictures. It’s 
one thing for Americans to read 
descriptions of young people in 
jail cells. It’s another thing for 
Americans to see photos and 
videos of young people in jail 
cells. Remember the uproar over 
the Trump administration’s so-
called “kids in cages” policy? It 
was stoked by media organiza-
tions showing pictures of what 
was happening.

So now, the Biden White 
House appears to be determined 
not to let Americans see what 
is going on. The administration 
has not given the press access to 
the detention facilities. Nor has 
it given access to the nonprofit 
lawyers mentioned above, even 
though the administration is 
legally required to do so. On the 
migrant issue, there is a Biden 
Blackout.

Making things even worse, the 
Biden White House insists that 
it “supports transparency” in its 
handling of the migrant crisis. 
At Monday’s briefing, a reporter 

asked spokeswoman Jen Psaki, 
“What is the status of allowing 
cameras into some of these fa-
cilities? We’ve been asking for 
weeks about whether or not the 
press will ever get a chance to 

see either the 
Border Patrol or 
the HHS [Depart-
ment of Health 
and Human Ser-
vices] facilities.”

“We contin-
ue to support 
transparency 
and — from here, 
from the White 
House,” Psaki 
said. “And [the 
Department 
of Homeland 
Security] over-
sees some of the 

facilities. HHS oversees some of 
the facilities. I know that they’re 
working through how to provide 
access in a way that is -- abides 
by COVID protocols and also 
protects the privacy of people 
who are being — who are stay-
ing in those facilities.”

Psaki was doing the two-step 
being seen more and more often 
in the briefings: refusing to an-
swer a question and referring 
reporters to an agency which 
won’t answer the question, 
either. The bottom line is: No 
matter what it says, the Biden 
administration will not allow the 
press to see what is going on.

But it’s not just the press. 
Those nonprofit lawyers who 
talked to children who had been 
held in tents in Donna, Texas, 
were not allowed to see the fa-
cilities, even though they had a 
legal right to do so. From the AP 
story:

“A 1997 court settlement 
known as the Flores agreement 
sets standards for government 
detention of immigrant chil-
dren. Lawyers are entitled 
under Flores to conduct over-
sight of child detention. The 
Justice Department declined 
to comment ... on why the law-
yers were denied access. The 
Biden administration has not 
responded to several requests 
from The Associated Press 
seeking access to the tent.”

Nonprofit lawyers played a 
big role in the attacks on the 
Trump administration’s migrant 
policy during the “kids in cages” 
uproar. Now, the Biden adminis-
tration is making sure they don’t 
see what is going on. No matter 
what Psaki says, it’s the opposite 
of transparency. And sooner or 
later, through political pressure 
or a court order or smuggled 
photos or something, Americans 
will get a look at what is happen-
ing.
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Walberg pharmacies’ 
vaccination efforts lauded

The following are selected 
Facebook comments in response 
to The Herald’s March 15 front-
page story, “Taking a shot at the 
virus,” about Walberg Family 
Pharmacies’ efforts to deliver 
COVID-19 vaccines.

• I received both of my shots 
at a Walberg vaccine clinic. 
From start to finish they were 
organized and professional 
.Kudos to your employees and 
volunteers for all their hard 
work ,and for helping us see 
the light at the end of the tun-
nel . — Cherie Moyer King

• Amazing job. So courteous 
and organized! — Mary Chris-
tine Smith

• That’s one amazing hum-
ble soul  you my friend are a 
step above the real. I’m hon-
ored being your friend. And 
that Stacey Brallier Walberg 
she is beyond kind and true 
.— Monica Mazzeo-Brest

• They are amazing. — Bet-
ty Clark

• Such an amazing family 
and business. Thank you a mil-
lion for all you do for our com-
munity!! — Kaela Blum

• They are ALWAYS giving 
back to the community!!! Best 
customer service at ANY phar-
macy around!!!! Support local 
and switch to their wonderful 
pharmacy!!!!!!!! — Amy Bol-
ster May

• Thanks for all the hard you 
do. — Karen Osborne

• Thank you ...so organized. 

Everyone so kind — Carole 
Mancuso

• Thank all of you. Everyone 
was so friendly and profession-
al. God bless everyone. — Jen-
nifer Banyoski Kerr

• AMAZING JOB in our 
area-THANK YOU!!! — Nancy 
Baker

• They have done AMaZ-
ING!!!! So thankful for them 
and their efforts!!! — Danielle 
Wilson

• Thank you for all the hard 
work and many hours spent 
protecting our community. 
Definitely the most organized 
event I’ve seen! — DeAnn Mc-
Cullough

TANNER MONDOK | Herald
Dr. Janet Segall, physician, pre-
pares a COVID-19 vaccine dose 
during a Walberg Family Phar-
macy vaccine clinic Monday at 
Valley Baptist Church in Farrell.
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