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After 11 days, the guns fall silent

 GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — 
Israel on Thursday announced 
a cease-fire in the bruising 
11-day war against Hamas mil-
itants that caused widespread 

destruction in the Gaza Strip 
and brought life in much of Is-
rael to a standstill.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s office announced 
the cease-fire after a late-night 
meeting of his Security Cabi-
net. It said the group had unan-
imously accepted an Egyptian 
proposal, though the sides 
were still determining exactly 
when it was to take effect.

Senior defense officials, 
including the military chief 
of staff and national security 
adviser, recommended accept-

ing the proposal after claiming 
“great accomplishments” in 
the operation, the statement 
said.

Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz wrote on Twitter that 
“the reality in the field will 
determine the continuation of 
operations.”

One member of the Security 
Cabinet said the cease-fire 
would take effect at 2 a.m., 
roughly three hours after the 
announcement. He spoke on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause he was not authorized 

to discuss the closed-door 
talks.

A Hamas official said the 
declaration of a truce was a de-
feat for Netanyahu and “a vic-
tory to the Palestinian people.”

Ali Barakeh, a member of 
Hamas’ Arab and Islamic re-
lations bureau, told The Asso-
ciated Press that the militants 
will remain on alert until they 
hear from mediators. Once 
Hamas hears from mediators, 
the group’s leadership will 
hold discussions and make an 
announcement, he said.

Shortly after the announce-
ment, air-raid sirens indicating 
incoming rocket fire sounded 
in southern Israel.

The agreement would close 
the heaviest round of fighting 
between the bitter enemies 
since a 50-day war in 2014, and 
once again there was no clear 
winner. Israel inflicted heavy 
damage on Hamas but was un-
able to prevent the rocket fire 
that has disrupted life for mil-
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Associated Press

Israel, Palestine both 
declare victory  
after cease-fire

MICHAEL ROKNICK | Herald
Andrew Pratt, education and training manager for McGonigle Ambulance Service, checks on heart monitoring equipment stored 
in one of the Hermitage company’s vehicles. 

SHARON — Across the state of 
Pennsylvania, communities — par-
ticularly in rural areas — are having 
difficulty finding people trained for the 
EMS field, but two local organizations 
are partnering to supply potential em-
ployees for EMS providers throughout 
the Shenango Valley.

The Hope Center for Arts and Tech-

nology, or HopeCAT, in Sharon and 
McGonigle Ambulance Service, have 
begun working together to solve that 
problem with an EMS training pro-
gram. 

McGonigle staff will serve as in-
structors, with Penn State Fayette 
providing the course curriculum said 
Patrick Murphy, director of operations 
for McGonigle Ambulance Service.

Students will pay a fee to enter the 
program, which will offer courses for 

three different specialties — EMT ba-
sic, which is an entry-level course; ad-
vanced EMT, or AEMT; and paramed-
ic, a more advanced curriculum for 
people who are already EMTs.

The courses fill a developing need. 
Murphy said EMT shortages have not 
affected service in the Shenango Val-
ley, but more rural areas are starting 
to feel the pinch because people are 

Meeting a need
Sharon Regional, McGonigle team up to address EMS shortage

By DAVID L. DYE
Herald Staff Writer

Farrell 
school passes 
preliminary 

budget
School board will most likely 

hold the line on taxes
By MELISSA KLARIC
Herald Staff Writer

FARRELL – Even with a budget 
hole of a little more than $1 million, 
Farrell Area School District officials 
have not discussed increasing prop-
erty taxes, said Superintendent Dr. 
Lora Adams-King.

Farrell has avoided raising taxes 
two out of the last three years. The 
district’s property tax rate is 73.7788 
mills.

The school board last week adopt-
ed a preliminary budget that calls 
for spending $23,102,502. Adams-King 
said the district would probably have 
to use money from its fund balance to 
fill the budget gap.

But Farrell is also in line to re-
ceive more than $3 million in federal 
COVID-19 relief funding, money that 
is not included in the district’s bud-
getary calculations. Farrell has to 
spend the COVID-19 relief by 2024.

While the federal government has 
limited use of those funds to needs 
that relate directly to the pandemic, 
that is a potentially broad range. Ad-
ams-King talked to the board last 
week about using the money to hire 
more teachers and reconfiguring the 
elementary school to help students 
make up for instruction lost during 
the pandemic when schools had to 
hold online-only classes.

“Nationwide, online learning did 
not work, so we’re trying to play 
catch up for all the time students 

MERCER – After more than a 
year, visitors to the Mercer Coun-
ty Courthouse will be free of most 
restrictions imposed during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.
County commissioners repealed 

emergency resolutions that limited 
activity during the pandemic. They 
also issued proclamations honor-
ing organizations that delivered 
COVID-19 vaccinations in the county.

The commissioners had issued 
the pandemic state of emergency is-
sued March 19, 2020, three days be-

County lifts building restrictions
Commissioners recognize 

vaccine providers
By MELISSA KLARIC
Herald Staff Writer

Mercer County Com-
missioners awarded 
proclamations Thurs-
day honoring organiza-
tions and health care 
providers who distrib-
uted COVID-19 vaccina-
tions. Representatives 
of AHN Grove City hos-
pital, Primary Health 
Network, Sharon Re-
gional Medical Center, 
UPMC and Walberg 
Family Pharmacies 
were on hand to accept 
the proclamations.

MELISSA KLARIC | Herald
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Wild ball evening: 8
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Cash 5: 04, 11, 13, 24, 33
Match 6: 09, 15, 18, 20, 25, 
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13, 20
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Pick 5: 06721, 06829
Rolling Cash 5: 2, 5, 6, 18, 

30
Lucky for Life: 7, 13, 38, 43, 
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FOR MORE lottery informa-
tion and previous numbers, 
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lions of Israelis for more 
than a decade.

The fighting began May 
10, when Hamas militants 
in Gaza fired long-range 
rockets toward Jerusa-
lem after days of clashes 
between Palestinian pro-
testers and Israeli police 
at the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound, a flashpoint 
site sacred to Jews and 
Muslims. Heavy-handed 
police tactics at the com-
pound and the threatened 
eviction of dozens of Pal-
estinian families by Jew-
ish settlers had inflamed 
tensions.

Israel launched hun-
dreds of airstrikes during 
the operation, targeting 
what it said was Hamas’ 
military infrastructure, 
including a vast tunnel 
network. Hamas and 
other militant groups em-
bedded in residential ar-
eas have fired over 4,000 
rockets at Israeli cities, 
with hundreds falling 
short and most of the rest 
intercepted.

At least 230 Palestin-
ians were killed, includ-
ing 65 children and 39 
women, with 1,710 people 
wounded, according to 

the Gaza Health Minis-
try, which does not break 
the numbers down into 
fighters and civilians.

Hamas and the militant 
group Islamic Jihad said 
at least 20 of their fighters 
have been killed, while 
Israel said the number is 
at least 130. Some 58,000 
Palestinians have fled 
their homes, many of them 
seeking shelter in crowded 
U.N. schools at a time of 
a raging coronavirus out-
break.

Twelve people in Isra-
el, including a 5-year-old 
boy, a 16-year-old girl and 

a soldier, were killed.
Since the fighting be-

gan, Gaza’s infrastruc-
ture, already weakened 
by a 14-year blockade, 
has rapidly deteriorated.

Medical supplies, water 
and fuel for electricity 
are running low in the 
territory, on which Israel 
and Egypt imposed the 
blockade after Hamas 
seized power in 2007.

Israel considers 
Hamas, an Islamic mili-
tant group that seeks its 
destruction, to be a ter-
rorist group and Hamas’ 
government is not inter-

nationally recognized.
Israeli bombing has 

damaged over 50 schools 
across the territory, 
according to advocacy 
group Save the Children, 
completely destroying at 
least six. While repairs 
are done, education will 
be disrupted for nearly 
42,000 children.

Israeli attacks have 
also damaged at least 18 
hospitals and clinics and 
destroyed one health fa-
cility, the World Health 
Organization said. Nearly 
half of all essential drugs 
have run out.

Silent
Both sides declare victory 
after cease-fire call
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pursuing other high-
er-paying jobs in the 
medical field.

“A lot of younger peo-
ple are going into the 
technical or nursing 
fields instead of emergen-
cy fields,” Murphy said.

Another factor — a 
lack of access to EMT 
classes — does affect the 
Shenango Valley. 

The Community Col-
lege of Allegheny County 
had developed a class at 
Sharon Regional Medical 
Center, but the program 
was discontinued more 
than a year ago. Butler 
County Community Col-
lege has an EMT class, 
but it’s offered only at its 
Butler campus, Murphy 
said.

HopeCAT, which al-
ready offers adult class-
es in medical assisting 
and phlebotomy, will 
provide classroom space 
for the new program. 
Tom Roberts, HopeCAT 
executive director, said 
the EMS program fits 
the center’s mission of 
getting people started on 
career paths.

“We don’t have to 
create the curriculum, 
we don’t have to hire 
instructors, they just 
needed a beautiful space, 
and it fits in alignment 
with our mission, so 
we’re happy to house the 
education here,” Roberts 
said.

HopeCAT already 
has a clinical lab, for 
its two existing medical 
programs, which will be 
used in the EMS training 
program. The center also 
has a unused traditional 
classroom that that will 
be renovated specifically 
for the EMS program, 
Roberts said.

Those renovations 
include electrical work, 
painting and carpeting, 
as well as the purchase of 
some equipment. Roberts 
said that could cost near-
ly $30,000.

Sharon Regional 
Medical Center donated 
$18,000 to help HopeCAT 
launch the program, with 
the funding to be put 
toward renovations and 
supplemental equipment.

“Sharon Regional 
Medical Center is happy 
to make this monetary 
contribution through the 
generosity of Steward 
Health Care, our parent 

company, to help support 
our regional EMS, EMT 
and paramedics in their 
continuing education,” 
said Dr. David Shellen-
barger, chief medical of-
ficer of Sharon Regional 
Medical Center.

Following the lead 
donation by Sharon Re-
gional, Roberts said Ho-
peCAT will reach out to 
regional foundations, 
philanthropic organiza-
tions and individuals for 
further support toward 
the program. Sharon 
Regional Medical Center, 
Penn State Fayette and 
McGonigle are donating 
equipment, Murphy said.

The basic EMT course 
will begin in the sum-
mer and is scheduled 
for 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. three 
to four days a week for 
about seven weeks. This 
class will be aimed at 
high school students and 
college graduates, with 
classes held during the 

students’ summer break.
He said the four-month 

AEMT and 10-13-month 
paramedic courses 
are designed for work-
ing professionals, with 
classes planned for the 
evenings around 6 to 10 
p.m. so students can at-
tend after work.

Graduates from the 
program could fill posi-
tions with multiple local 
agencies — McGonigle 
in Hermitage, Life Force 
of Western PA Inc. in 
Greenville, Elite EMS in 
Hermitage, or Noga Am-
bulance Service, Inc., in 
Lawrence County.

“This will be nice be-
cause it can feed EMS 
services throughout the 
area,” Murphy said.

HopeCAT played host 
Monday to a celebration 
reception, with accep-
tance of the Sharon Re-
gional Medical Center 
donation and an instruc-
tional session, “Stand 
Down! Dealing with Com-
bative Patients,” which 
was free to the public.

Roberts said HopeCAT 
could also play host to 
other required continu-
ing education courses for 
first responders.

Anyone interested or 
looking to enroll in the 
program can contact 
McGonigle Ambulance 
Service at 724-347-7575 
or online at www.mcgo-
nigleambulance.com. To 
make a donation toward 
the program, contact Rob-
erts at 724-308-5135 ext. 700 
or by email at tom.rob-
erts@hopecat.org.

Like David L. Dye on 
Facebook or email him at 
ddye@sharonherald.com.

EMS
Groups team up to 
address EMS shortage
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fore the county reported 
its first COVID 19 case. 
They also repealed a 
resolution adopted May 
21 that amended the 
employment policy to 
require safeguards in 
the courthouse.

With the commission-
ers’ actions Thursday, 
the only pandemic re-
striction that remains 
in place is that visitors 
who have not been fully 
vaccinated — a threshold 
reached two weeks after 
the second doses of either 
the Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna vaccines or the 
Johnson & Johnson sin-
gle-dose vaccine — must 
still wear masks in the 

courthouse.
In response to repeal-

ing the state of emergen-
cy, Commissioner Tim 
McGonigle said, “It just 
was time.”

Since the first record-
ed case on March 22, 
2020, Mercer County 
has had 7,379 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, with 
256 deaths, according to 
figures from the state De-
partment of Health. The 
county reported 9 new 
cases on Tuesday and 
15 on Wednesday, well 
below the December-Jan-
uary peaks of more than 
100 cases most days. Mer-
cer County has gone al-
most a month since its 
most recent fatality, on 
April 26.

Approximately 34% — 
37,041 — of Mercer Coun-
ty residents are fully 
vaccinated. Another 6,104 
residents have received 
one dose of either the 

Pfizer-BioNTech or Mod-
erna vaccines.

“We’re out of the emer-
gency, but it’s not over,” 
McGonigle said.

Commissioner Matt 
McConnell said the coun-
ty offices as openly as 
possible during the pan-
demic.

“It was one that we did 
for preparation in case 
we had to do things,” Mc-
Connell said. “I appreci-
ate the board and all the 
departments working in 
a way to make sure that 
we still stayed open and 
stayed open to the media 
as well so that we weren’t 
doing anything that was 
not fully discussed and 
voted on in a meeting.”

Crediting vaccine providers
Commissioners also 

made proclamations Wal-
berg Family Pharmacies, 
Sharon Regional Medical 
Center, Primary Health 
Network, Allegheny 

Health Network AHN 
Grove City hospital and 
UPMC for operating vac-
cine clinics throughout 
the county.

“And it was really a 
call to arms for the com-
munity, and that’s one 
thing Mercer County 
does really well is pull to-
gether,” McConnell said.

McConnell said the 
commissioners were “ex-
tremely happy” to give 
the proclamations.

“These hospitals are 
already charged with so 
many duties,” McGonigle 
said. “Not only were they 
able to do their everyday 
work that they’re accus-
tomed to doing but in 
addition, delivering these 
vaccines is quite remark-
able.”

Follow Melissa Klaric 
on Twitter and Facebook 
@HeraldKlaric, email: 
mklaric@sharonherald.
com

County
Commissioners recognize 
vaccine providers
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AP
An Israeli soldier walks at a staging ground near the border with the Gaza Strip, in 
southern Israel.

MICHAEL ROKNICK | Herald
Paul Elia, emergency medical services director for Sha-
ron Regional, donates $18,000 to HopeCAT to help it 
launch an emergency medical and paramedic profes-
sional training program.
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